42                     SCEPTICISM AND POETRY
8
At the same time we must remember that we are
speaking of the scientific imagination. And the imagination,
as we have already said, is that which goes beyond the order
of fact. Hence though in science the imagination is disciplined,
for scientific purposes, to contemplate a world as nearly
mechanical as possible, it would be a great error to think
that science is able to say that such is indeed 'the intrinsic
quality of physical phenomena5.1 It is convenient for science
so to imagine the world. But that is all that can be said* To
think that materialism can be asserted as a metaphysical
theory of reality, the validity of which is shown by science,
would be to fail to distinguish fact from imagination. Science,
in all strictness, can give us, as knowledge., only verifiable
fact; that it should find certain imaginative schemes useful
in its work is a matter of interest but no foundation for meta-
physical doctrine. Materialism is the unavoidable, all inclusive,
imaginative scheme (or, if we give abstract expression to it,
hypothesis) of science. But to treat it solemnly as a true picture
of reality arises from failure to recognize the nature of imagina-
tion. Finally, we may repeat that, in any case, if we watch
our imagination carefully, we shall see that in reality we cannot
envisage nature as 'merely fixed and dead'. Although we may
speak of the imagination of nature as a mechanism, what is
meant is the effort of scientific imagination to approximate to
such an apprehension of nature. For it can be only an approxi-
mation. For materialism is merely the effort of the imagination
to overcome itself, to commit suicide, a feat which it cannot
encompass. To try to imagine theworld stripped of individuality,
which is what the scientific imagination endeavours to do,
is to try to destroy the imagination in the act of using it. But
because the imagination is the primary agent in our
apprehension of the world this cannot be done, nor the
'essentially vital' character of the imagination denied.
1 But it is important to observe that to say this is not to dday that
the universe is wholly mechanical.